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September 29, 1922. 



VITAL STATISTICS FOR ENGLAND AND WALES, 1920. 

The important facts in the record of vital statistics for England 
and Wales for the year 1920, as presented in the Eighty-third Annual 
Report of the Registrar for England and Wales for that year, are 
stated to be the following: The highest marriage rate recorded to 
that date — 20.2 per 1,000 of the population, a rate 4.8 above the 
average of the last 10-year period unaffected by the war (1905-1914) ; 
the highest birth rate (25.5 per 1,000 population) since 1909; and the 
lowest death rate recorded, namely, 12.4 per 1,000 population, being 
1.3 below the rate for 1919. The number of deaths was 466,130 — the 
smallest number recorded in any year since 1862, when the popula- 
tion was little more than half that of 1920. 

The proportion of males to females born in 1920 was 1,052 per 
1,000, continuing much above pre-war experience. The loss of births 
attributable to the war was. estimated at about 600,000. 

The population of England and Wales as of mid-year 1920 was 
estimated at 37,524,000. The population for 1921 according to the 
enumeration of the thirteenth decennial census is given as 37,885,242. 

The following table gives the number of deaths from certain causes 
and the crude death rates for 1920 : 

Deaths from certain causes, England and Wales, 1920. 



Cause of death. 



Number 
of 

deaths . 



Crude 

death 

rate per 

100,000. 



Cause of death. 



Number 

of 
deaths. 



Crude 

death 

rate per 

100,000. 



Cancer 

Tuberculosis 

Pneumonia 

Influenza 

Measles 

Diphtheria and croup . . . 

Whooping cough 

Pregnancy or childbirth. 
Suicide 



43.08,' 

■a, .>•„> 
..;?. M9 

10', 6<55 
7,190 
5,666 
4,401 
4, 144 

?,,-m 



1 116. 1 
113.1 
98.7 

28.3 
19.1 
15.0 
11.7 
( ! ) 
9.1 



Syphilis 

Scarlet fever 

Encephalitis 

Alcoholism 

Enteric fever 

Cerebrospinal fever . 

Malaria 

Smallpox 



2,023 
1,430 
861 
719 
537 
395 
250 
30 



5.4 
3.8 
2.3 
1.9 
1.4 
1.0 
.7 



i Standardized rate=97.; 



2 A rate of 4.33 per 1,000 births. 



Infant mortality. — Of the 466,130 deaths registered during 1920, 
76,552, or 16.4 per cent, were of infants under 1 year of age. This 
proportion has risen from 12.2 in 1919 as a result, it is stated, of the 
increased birth rate; but owing to decreased infant mortality it 
remains much below the rate of a few years ago. For 1901-1910 the 
average percentage was 22.6. 

Cancer.— Of the 43,687 deaths ascribed to cancer, 19,659 were of 
males and 24,028 were of females. These figures are the highest 
recorded up to 1920. 

Malaria. — The number of malaria deaths has increased from an 
average of 60 during the period 1911-1915, and 62, 126, 197, and 268 
in the four succeeding years. It is interesting to note that of the 250 
decedents in 1920, only 10 were women, indicating that in most of 
the fatal cases the infection was contracted abroad. 
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Pneumonia. — The proportion of total pneumonia deaths referred 
to broncho-pneumonia in 1920 was the highest, and that to "pneu- 
monia" not otherwise defined, the lowest for the 20-year period 
1901-1920, during which time a distinction between the forms of 
pneumonia has been recorded. The proportion of deaths from 
various forms of pneumonia have been recorded as follows: 





Percentage. 


Period. 


Lobar. 


Broncho. 


Pneumonia 
not other- 
wise de- 
fined. 


1901-1905 


8.4 
19.8 
22.6 


42.1 
44.4 

50.2 


49.5 


1911 


35.8 


1920 


27.2 







Tvhercvlosis. — The crude mortality rate for tuberculosis was 113.1 
per 100,000 population, a rate much below that recorded for any 
previous year, the lowest hitherto having been 125.9 in 1919, and 
135.2 in 1913. The proportion of the total deaths that was due to 
tuberculosis in 1920 was 9.1. 



MARRIAGE, BIRTH, AND DEATH RATES IN GERMANY FROM 

1904 TO 1921. 

The Statistische Reichsamt has recently published the marriage, 
birth, and death rates in Germany for 1921, and interesting com- 
parisons are made with the figures for the years 1904-1920. The 
following table gives the data for the years 1904 to 1921, inclusive, 
and the difference between the birth rates and death rates for each 
year: 

Marriage, birth, and death rates per 1,000 population in Oermany, 1904 to 1921, inclusive. 



Year. 


Marriage 
rate. 


Birth 

rate. 


Death 
rate. 


Differ- 
ence.! 


1904 


8.0 
8.1 
8.2 
8.1 
8.0 
7.S 
7.7 
7.8 
7.9 
7.7 
6.8 
4.1 
4.1 
4.7 
5.4 
13.4 
14.8 
11.9 


35.1 
34.0 
34.1 
33.2 
33.0 
32.0 
30.7 
29.5 
29.1 
28.3 
27.6 
21.0 
15.7 
14.4 
14.7 
20.6 
27.1 
26.1 


20.6 
20.8 
19.2 
19.0 
19.0 
18.1 
17.1 
18.2 
18.4 
15.8 
19.9 
22.0 
19.7 
20.8 
18.8 
16.1 
16.3 
14.8 


4-14 5 


1905 




1906 : 


+14.9 


1907 


+14 2 


1908 


+14.0 
+13.9 


1903 


1910 


+13.6 


1911 


+11.3 


1912 


+12.7 


1913. . . 


+12.5 


1914 


+7.7 


1915. 


—1.0 


1916 


—4.0 


1917... 


—6.4 


1918 


-4.1 


1919 


+4.5 


1920 


+10.8 


1921 


+11.3 







1 Positive figures indicate excess of births ever deaths; minus figures excess of deaths over births. 



